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Criminal Mischief: Gonzalez v. State,
Tex. Att’y Gen.

by Jake Gatlin, LCDC
allegation

and

how

that

allegation

can

trigger

Tate v. State Bar of Texas
Misconduct” in which an attorney can violate any of

SUBSTANCE USE DISORDERS:
CAUSES, CONDITIONS AND
TREATMENT

one of the boys, and then left the scene of the accident
without rendering aid. He eventually received four years
substantial

aid. He was subsequently disbarred for a felony involving
leaving the scene of an accident involving injury was a

The Underlying Problem

Consequences

natural instincts of material and emotional

Id

these needs are threatened, they may resort to
a variety of outlets to change the way they feel.

question and notes that “A measure of judgment is,

If your lawyer client faces a felony involving moral

attention, hobbies, media, gambling, food,
tobacco, sex, alcohol and drugs.

of evidence in which the lawyer is aware.” Id.

they have a full-blown substance use disorder.
However, for an alcoholic or addict whose
life has become unmanageable, they may

and the evidence is overwhelming against them, consider
altering substances to face the challenges of
day-to-day living. Mood-altering substances

and sometimes fatal illness. This disease

some individuals may also be genetically

The Solution

commit any of those crimes), then your client does not fall
However, there is a solution to substance abuse

be wary of any misdemeanor “Intentional Crime.”
Over time, “social or recreational use” of
mood-altering substances by at-risk individuals

an “Intentional Crime” very seriously, even a Class C.

community classify alcoholism and addiction

and even uncontrollable addiction. The grave
health and social consequences of chemical
Today, many levels of care are available
through licensed treatment centers. Treatment

Call First Step to Recovery
for a Free no-obligation
consultation now

(281) 603-1949

may lead to a lifelong commitment to recovery.

the underlying issues causing the behavior
that leads to substance abuse. And, statistics
show better success rates when medical and

